LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION

n Why do you think comparison so easily leads to grumbling? How
has it affected your joy or gratitude in the past?

Jesus highlights the landowner’s generosity. What does this
E reveal about God'’s character—and how does that challenge your
view of fairness?

Are you more focused on what others are receiving or on being
B faithful with what God has given you? What would it look like to
shift your focus?

If you haven't been involved in a
LIFE Group yet, send us a message
thru Fb, and awe will get you
connected to assmall group.

SCAN QR

f www.facebook.com/wwcfcebu

CONTACT US ADDRESS SERVICES
032) 254 8934 369-L Juana Osmena Ext., Sundays
@ 8916)276 1067 Camputhaw, Cebu City 6000 T10AM
0942 174 4296
OFFICE HOURS fey

www. wwcfcebu.org
Mon to Sat (except Tue)

8am - 12pm, 1-5pm

©@wwcfcebu

@ cebuwwcf@gmail.com

WWCFEE:!’

SUNDAY WOR

05 .04 - 2025

EYES TO S EE,
EARS TO HEAR

PART 1 - THE POISON OF COMPARISON

BIBLE PASSAGE: MATTHEW 20:1-16

Jesus told this parable in Matthew 20:1 - “For the kingdom of heaven
is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard (ESV)."” TThe landowner hires five different
groups of workers throughout the day: The first group starts at 6 AM,
they're early, eager, and negotiate a fair wage. The second group is
hired at 9 AM, they trust the landowner to pay them fairly. Then the
third workers come at 12 noon, the fourth at 3 PM, and they're
promised the same deal. Finally, at 5 PM, just one hour before quitting
time, he hires the last group. These workers weren't promised
anything, but they took the job anyway, not knowing if they'd get
paid at all.

UNBELIEVABLE DECISION

Jesus says, Matthew 20:8 - “When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their
wages, beginning with the last, up to the first (ESV).” This is
unexpected. Usually, you'd pay the earliest workers first. But here, the
landowner flips the line on purpose. He started paying the last first.
Why? He's setting the stage to reveal something deeper, something
about our hearts.




Only the first group of workers had a contract. They agreed to a full day's work for one
denarius. Everyone else just trusted the landowner to be fair. By paying the last workers
first, and giving them the same full wage, he's not just being generous; he's testing the
hearts of those who think they've earned more. What looked like kindness to the
latecomers quickly became a comparison trap for those who worked the longest.

Matthew 20:9 - “And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them
received a denarius (ESV).” One hour of work but a full day’s pay. Naturally, the 6 AM
crew saw that and thought, “If they got that much, we'll receive more!” But no! Verse 10
says, Matthew 20:10 - “Now when those hired first came, they thought they would
receive more, but each of them also received a denarius.” They got exactly what they
agreed to, but they didn't like it anymore.

This is what got them angry: Matthew 20:12 - “These last worked only one hour, and you
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.” That was their complaint. It wasn't just about money, it was about comparison.
They didn't mind others getting paid. What angered them was everyone being treated
the same, even when the effort and hours weren’t equal. The moment they saw what
the others got, they expected more. That expectation led to frustration, and finally, it led
to grumbling. Their issue wasn't with the other workers, it was with the landowner, the
one who gave them the opportunity in the first place.

At the heart of their grumbling was pride. They forgot that the job itself was a gift. No
one else was offering them work. And sometimes, it's God's generosity, not His justice,
that offends us the most. This parable isn't just about wages, it's about the condition of
our hearts when grace enters the picture.

WE TEND TO CHEER FOR THE WRONG SIDE

At first thought, it's easy to feel bad for the workers who came in early. They were up
before sunrise, put in a full day under the heat of the sun, and did everything right.
Then they watched others work at the last minute, barely an hour, and still walk away
with the same salary. That is not fair! And if we're not careful, we'll find ourselves
agreeing with their frustration. That's exactly why Jesus told this parable. He knew our
hearts. He knew how quick we are to sympathize with the ones who feel cheated, even
when we miss the bigger picture. The deeper issue isn't fairness. It's envy. It's the belief
that someone else got more than they deserved while | got less than | deserved.

Most of us believe we're part of that first group: faithful, hardworking, consistent. We
think, “I've served God for years. I've sacrificed. I've followed the rules. And yet... look at
them. They just showed up, and everything seems to be working out for them.” It's like
running a race with all your strength, only to see someone hop in at the last stretch and
get the same medal. It hurts. And in those moments, our grumbling isn't really about
others; it's about God. We're not just upset that someone else got blessed. We're
guestioning the One who chose to bless them. Just like in the parable, the landowner
asks the uncomfortable question: “Do you begrudge my generosity?”

This story invites us to check our hearts. Not just our work ethic, but our view of GRACE.
Do we really believe God is generous? Or do we only like His generosity when it feels
like we're the main beneficiaries? What does this parable reveal about how we view
God's grace?

WE’'VE GOT A PROBLEM WITH GOD

Grumbling is not just about being annoyed or having a bad day. That's just the surface.

If we dig deeper, we'll find that our grumbling often comes from a heart that's
wrestling with something more serious: envy. But even envy isn't the root.
Underneath it all, the truth is... we've got a problem with God.

That's what Jesus was exposing through this parable. He wasn't just teaching us
about work or rewards; He was revealing something about us and something about
God. When we look at our lives, we might convince ourselves that we're like those
early morning workers, the ones who showed up first, gave their all, carried the
burden, and stayed faithful the whole time. And then we see someone who seems to
barely show up, do little, and still receive the same reward. But from God'’s
perspective, we're not the early risers, we're the 5 PM workers who didn't earn the
blessing but received it anyway. That's grace.

This parable asks us to check our motives. Why are we serving? Why are we showing
up? If our reason for serving is simply because we love the Lord, if we're doing what
we do for Him, then we'll never be disappointed. We'll stop comparing and start
celebrating, because we'll finally understand: it was all grace from the beginning.

FIXING A COMPLAINING SPIRIT

1. Be Grateful for What You've Already Received

Before you start listing what you don't have, take a moment to thank God for what
you do have. Gratitude shifts everything. Sometimes, we forget how far God has
already brought us. We forget how many prayers He's already answered. And when
we focus on what someone else has, we lose sight of the blessings in our own hands.
The cure? Start saying, “Lord, thank You for what I've already received.”

2. Stop Comparing! God Doesn’t Work the Way We Do

This is the real trap. We look at others and think, “Why did they get that blessing?
Why not me?” We act like God has to treat all of us the exact same way. But God isn't
held hostage by our idea of fairness. He doesn’t use a measuring stick. He knows
each one of us personally. He knows your story, your struggles, your strengths, and He
blesses you based on that, not based on what He's doing for your neighbor. Yes, He
might bless someone else in a way that feels unfair to you. But what He gives them
doesn’t take away from what He has planned for you.

3. God Rewards Faithfulness, Not Just Results

We live in a results-driven world. Everything is about numbers, stats, and
performance. But God isn't counting how many things you've accomplished. He's
looking at why you did them. That's what matters to Him. The world says, “What have
you done lately?” God says, “Were you faithful in what | gave you?"” You may not have
the biggest ministry, the most followers, or the flashiest title, but if you've been
faithful in what God gave you, that's what He celebrates.

Jesus said in Matthew 20:16, “So the last will be first, and the first last.” In God's
kingdom, things are not always what they seem. Some people we think are at the
front of the line may actually be at the back, and the ones we hardly notice might be
sitting closest to the throne.

What's the Cure for a Grumbling Heart? Remember this: 1. God is just. You will not be
cheated. 2. God is generous. He always gives more than we deserve. If you insist on
only what's fair, God will give it, and you may grumble all the way. But if you trust Him
for His grace, you'll be surprised at what He pours out. So, let's stop comparing. Let's
stop grumbling. And let’s serve with all we've got because our reward will always be
more than we could ever earn.
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